
Community  Cassowary Identification 

and Tracking Project  
CRT presentation September 2011 
Presentation prepared by Liz Gallie 



Aim 

Make a record of  individual 
cassowaries 

 

Follow their movement in the 
landscape 

 

Record interactions between birds 
and any other incidences 

 

Follow mating patterns 

 

Follow chicks dispersal 
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Sample area 

 

Personal observations and records 
of birds since 2006 

 

Cassowaries can live up to 50 years 

 

They become part of peoples lives  

 

People give the birds names 

 

All Information shared by the 
community through;  

•  word of mouth 

•  emails 

•  facebook. 

Bingil Bay/Garners Beach Cassowaries 
 



Facebook photo provides 
information…… 

 

Bingil Bay/Garners Beach Cassowaries 
 



On March 1st 2011  

 

“A very hot Stu enjoying a bit of 
shade and a drink” 

 

“he's back then YEAH! ” 

 

Bingil Bay/Garners Beach Cassowaries 
 



Name                           Age 

• Bella                          >40 

• Barbara                     >40 

• Ms Cass                      11 

• Kit/Bandit        at least 30                           

• Stuart              at least 16 

• Dad   died Dec 2010 at least10  

• Joov                             6 

• Lelol                             ? 

• Bart                              ? 

• Unknown                      ? 

• Cyril                             4 

• Blackie                         4 

• Bernie                          19 months 

• Bella’s chick                14 months 

Profile of 14 individual birds 
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Photo taken nesting 1989 

Kit/Bandit at least 30yo male 



1989 already mature adult 

 

4 year maturity means this bird is at 
least 30 years old 

 

Blind in right eye 

 

With chick in 2005 

 

 

 

Kit/Bandit approx 30yo male 



 

Cassowary is identified by this photo 
with obvious blind eye and 
comparison of wattle 

Kit/Bandit approx 30yo male 



 Name                           Age 

 

 

Kit/Bandit             at least 30 years                      

Profile of 14 individual birds 

 



Joov 6yo male 



Joov 6yo male 

Stripey seen by residents at Bicton 
Hill with  parent in July 2005 

 

Survived cyclone Larry 2006 

 

First seen northern Bingil Bay as two 
year old 

 

 



Joov 6yo male 

Mated with Ms Cass July 2009 

 

 

 



Joov 6yo male 

Mated with Barbara 2009 

 

 

 



Joov 6yo male 

 

 

Mated with Barbara 2010 - 2 chicks 

 

 

 



Joov 6yo male 

 

 

Mated with Barbara Aug/Sept 2011 

 

 



Joov 6yo male 

 

Crossing Bingil Bay Road with 
Barbara Sep 2011 

 

QPWS ‘Recent Crossing’ signs  are 
placed here regularly 

 

 

 



Name                           Age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joov                             6 

 

                              

 

 

Joov 6yo male 



Ms Cass 12yo female 

2006 2011 



Ms Cass 12yo female 
Survived cyclone Larry 

 

Known locally from a chick 

 

Mated with Joov 2009 

 

Not known where she goes in the 
long periods not seen. 

 

Visits 4 or 5 times a year 

 

Has been observed encountering 
Lelol, Joov, and Blackie. 

 

Tolerant of Joov. 

 

 

 



Ms Cass 12yo female 

White patch on back of right foot 

 

Third wattle 

 

 



Ms Cass 12yo female 

Name                           Age 

 

 

Ms Cass                        11 



Bernie 19 months old 

Photo taken July 2010 

Council Reserve area  

north Bingil Bay 

 

 

 

 



Bernie 19 months old 

Survived cyclone Yasi 

 

Observed crossing Bingil Bay 
Road regularly 

 

Petition started to slow traffic 
at Bingil Bay prompted by 
concern for Bernie 

 

Bernie struck by by car July 
24 2010 

 

Bernie found alive August 13th 

 

QPWS treating Bernie 

 



Community follows a 

recovered Bernie 

and his progress 

as he finds his 

place in the  Bingil 

Bay/Garners 

Beach cassowary 

population 

Nov 14 2011 



 Name                           Age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernie                          19 months 

Bernie 19 months old 



Bella >40yo 

Bella known as one of the oldest 
birds in Bingil Bay/ Garners Beach 
area. 

 

One of  ‘Mrs Jorrisen’s birds’ 

 

Very large bird distinctive casque 
and wattles 



Bella >40yo 

Bella and Dad first reported 
chicks of the season 6 July 
2011 crossing Garners Beach 
Road. 

 

 

 



Bella >40yo 

Unusual behaviour  

 

Bella and Dad shared 
parenting 

 



Bella >40yo 

Bella alone with two of the 
chicks 

13 Sept 2011 

 



Bella >40yo 

 

Bella with one chick 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bella >40yo  

 

 

Dec 2010 Dad and two chicks 
die in pig trap 

 



Bella >40yo 

Bella raises one chick 

 

 



Bella >40yo 

Bella abandons chick seen 
here near QPWS 
rehabilitation centre 

31 July 2011 

 



Bella >40yo 

Photo of Bella with Cyril or 
Blackie (?) posted on 
facebook Sept 11 2011 



Name                           Age 

Bella                          >40 

Profile of 14 individual birds 

 



Name                           Age 

Bella                          >40 

Barbara                     >40 

Ms Cass                      11 

Kit/Bandit        at least 30                           

Stuart              at least 16 

Dad                 at least 10  

Joov                             6 

Lelol                             ? 

Bart                              ? 

Unknown                      ? 

Cyril                             4 

Blackie                         4 

Bernie                          19 months 

Bella’s chick                14 months 

Overview map 

 



Facebook is current 
communication tool 
used by many people 

 

Mission Beach 
Cassowaries is open  
facebook group with 
370 members alerted 
to each post 

 

Thousands of posts 

 

Information about 
individual birds and  
obstacles in the 
landscape, e g; 

 

• fences,  

• dogs, 

• roads,  

• clearing of habitat. 

 



 

New chicks 

at South Mission 

Oct 2011 

(email) 

 

 

 



Cross references 

 

Same male 

 

“Cassowaries crossing on 24 
Feb 2010 on South Mission 
Beach Road near Wheatley 
Road.   

 

Behaviour suggests they are 
being fed”. 
 



New chicks at Wongaling 

Nov 2011 

 



More chicks Carmoo 

Nov 2011 

 

 

Comments of importance 

of cassowaries 



Involves the community 

 

Provides important information 

 

How many birds 

 

How they use the landscape over 
long period 

 

Mating behaviour and interaction 

 

Survival 

 

Where  they cross roads 

 

Community  Cassowary Identification 

and Tracking Project 



A lot of information is being gathered  

 

CSIRO;  DNA analysis 

 

DERM;  Satellite tagging 

Placement of recent Crossing signs, recorded 
deaths, photos currently being obtained from food 
stations 

 

COMMUNITY;  Community wants to be involved, 
fills gaps in information already being gathered, is 
up to date and ongoing 

 

Community  Cassowary Identification and Tracking Project 



 

 

• Day to day observations – detail 

of on the ground situations 

• Understanding community 

attitudes 

• Disseminating information to the 

community and by the 

community 

• A big continuous database of 

detailed information 

 

 
All  information and photos in this presentation copyright 

For more information contact  Liz Gallie 0414 402315 

missionbeachcassowaries@gmail.com 

www.missionbeachcassowaries.com  

 

 

Desired Outcome 

To engage the community by sharing information to ensure the 

cassowary survives and thrives in the Mission Beach landscape 

 

mailto:missionbeachcassowaries@gmail.com
http://www.missionbeachcassowaries.com/

