Group calls for federal protection to save rainforest block

CONSERVATIONISTS are again
calling for Federal Environment
Minister Peter Garrett to stop a
subdivision in remnant rainforest
at Mission Beach, a vear after he ex-
ercized little-used federal powers to
protect the site.

Mizssion Beach residents say a
land buy-back scheme and a ban on

rainforest clearing is needed in their
LoWT.

Developers want o create a
26-block sub-division on 24ha of for-
ested land bordering World Heritage
rainforest at Wongaling Beach.

Mr Garrett stopped a 4010t subdi-
vision on the same site last year, us-
ing the Federal Government's pow-

ers for only the second time wnder
the 1993 Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act.

At the time, he said he was acting
to protect the endangered southern
CASSOWAry.

Campaigners say the lorested prop-
erty, bordering the Tully-Mission
Beach Rd and Rockingham Close, is

a vital eassowary corridor. Developer
Wilmatt Holdings is now planning
“low-density residential allotments
anid a conservation corridor”.

Three corridors would comprise
17ha of forested land. Thirteen pér
cent of the property has been ear-
marked for clearing.

Mission Beach's C4 lobby group

spokeswoman Liz Gallie has ealled
for the Federal Government o pro-
tect the region with a land buy-back
scheme similar to the one introdueed
in the Daintree,

“Even four or five blocks on this
land would be too much,”™ she said.

“This is a pivotal time for Mission
Beach,”
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