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First presented at the Cassowary Summit in 2010
. . . just as relevant today
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Do we really care?

For over two decades there have been
countless plans developed and hundreds
of thousands of dollars spent in the name
of cassowary management and protection

And yet
the known
threats

to their
survival
continue
to increase



Mission Beach
is a special place

It is often described as
“Mission Beach Magic”

It’s a place where
the rainforest

grows right down
to the sea

It isn’t just the beach and

the offshore islands And a place where you have the
best chance to see a cassowary

in the wild






Habitat loss

is the number one threat to the
cassowary but legal clearing of

their essential habitat continues

This is what is happening to some of
the very rare rainforest/cassowary
habitat at Mission Beach




56 known cassowary
road deaths in
15 years
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All roads at Mission Beach travel Development continues to be approved

through cassowary habitat without proper consideration and planning
for the increased traffic it brings



Speed limit 80kph

We can’t even get the road
speed reduced in known
Cassowary crossing areas

photo courtesy Campbell Clarke

In the Mission Beach area these signs
are the only protection cassowaries have
for crossing roads to access their essential food



Dogs are a big threat

At Mission Beach dogs are
allowed to roam and hunt in areas

frequented by cassowaries
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Fences

Free movement now blocked
by residential development

Fencing is
being added to gain
development

approval

Cassowaries can sustain mortal injuries by Fencing is

coming into contact with fencing. posing new

They can become entangled, their beaks can and serious

be torn off and they have been known to threats as cassowaries
break their backs running into fences while are entrapped and isolated

fleeing in fright. from their essential food source
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<ion Beach, days after Federal e
Environment Minister, Peter Gamett Shannon Soveloper Willmatt Hold-  Cr Shanoet) has hailed the
Garrett stopped 1 subdivision Potwr - ings h;ui:ﬂ commented on the  decision. which over-rode the
in remnant rainforest should be some sort af buyback ecislon council and the State Govert
Cassowary Coast Mayor Bl arrangement for ouf environ:  The company had proposed . ment's processes, 3 “timely oDe
Shannon has supported calls  mentally Sensitive areas,” Cr tolimit clearing w1000sqmon  in favour of conservation”. He
for a scheme similar tothemul  Shannon said each lot and to impose environ: sail it set a precedent in the
timillion dollar Daintree rain Me Garrett exercised little mental covenants on about 80 Mission Beach area
forest buyback north of Calrns,  used powers on Monday to rule  pet cent of the land
out @ 40-lot residential subdivi A spokesman for Mr Garrett
troduced two years ago Oion on 24ha of forested land off  said his ruling did not prevent
"It ought to be looked at ... 2 Rockingham lose at Wongal another development proposal
Jot of people are saying there  ing Beach. belng submitted for the land.

Mr Garrett and State Sustain
ability Minister Andrew McNa-
mara yesterday sald there were
no plans to develop & buyback
scheme for Mission Beach.

which was controversially in-

Councillors and
community
organisations
support buyback
and bans on clearing
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Or
will we take
responsibility
now
to find solutions
that will
allow the cassowary
to survive and thrive
in the wild
within its important
population
strongholds?

Mission gaBeach

Cassowaries
wwWw.missionbeachcassowaries.com




