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“The Djiru people are the Aboriginal Traditional  
Owners of the land and sea country of the  
Mission Beach area. 
 
The Djiru people’s sense of identity as 
       ‘rainforest people’ is very strong”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Mission Beach naturally promotional booklet 



 
     
  
“An integral part of  the Djiru peoples 
relationship with the rainforest is the gunduy 
(cassowary), which is important to the health of 
both the people and the rainforest”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Mission Beach naturally promotional booklet 



 
Mission Beach has had an unbroken history of community  
involvement in conservation 

 
 



For decades the community has been proactive –  
helping to protect the exceptional natural environment and cassowary 

population  

 

 
 
 

C4 started the first eco tours at Mission Beach  in 1997  
 
 
 
 



Kids design signs to place on the roadside 



Community helps cassowaries cross roads  



The Mission Beach  
Community Cassowary Festival  

has been established 



A strong community identity is being reinforced 
 through the ‘Mission Beach naturally’ branding 



Presenting the special natural and cultural values of Mission Beach 



The community works with governments to find solutions to 
address the threats to cassowaries  



Governments have responded  
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Despite continued community involvement, development/conservation 
conflicts are increasing 
 
Changes to legislation are reducing environmental protection and denying 
meaningful public consultation 

 



 
Removal of protection and lack of  Federal and State  intervention is 
increasing conservation/development conflicts such as the expansion 
of marine infrastructure at Clump Point 
  
 
 
 



 
     
  
 
 
“Clump Point is universally seen by the Djiru 
people as a core place in their homeland”.  
 
 
 
 

From Mission Beach naturally promotional booklet 



What started out to be an upgrade to the recreational boating facilities was 
declared a ‘Major Development’  
 
Which allowed it to bypass proper assessment processes and public 
consultation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the  facility was expanded to include commercial activities 
including barges, bus transfers, refuelling, etc, effectively creating a port 
marina hub.  

 
 

 
 
 



Despite the  development having 
unacceptable, consequential 
combined and cumulative  
impacts on matters of national 
environment significance, it was 
approved without being made a 
controlled action 
 
Required removal of  rare  basalt 
littoral rainforest/cassowary 
habitat 
 
Traditional Owner wishes were 
ignored  



 
During construction there will be 
9 – 12 (up to 18) months of 
heavy vehicles transporting rocks 
through cassowary habitat. One 
truck every 25 minutes. Some 
rocks will be one per  truck 

 
The community request for the 
rocks to be transported by barge 
has been ignored  

 
 
 



 
The development is now being described in the  
CCRC Tourism Strategy as the ‘Clump Point marine harbour.’  
 



To attract  cruise ships and super yachts 
 



 
 
 
 
The large scale development will: 
 
• have unacceptable impacts on the 
natural and cultural values of Clump Point 
headland and bay  
 
• compromise  the low key village 
character of Mission Beach 
 
• significantly increase traffic to  
and from Mission Beach through  
cassowary habitat 
 
• deny ‘Judith’ access to the headland and 
rare basalt littoral rainforest 

 

‘Judith’ in her range at Clump Point 

‘Judith’ photos Paul Toogood 



 
 



 
 

Aimed at attracting boating 
public from across the 
Cassowary Coast 



 
 

People  anxious to  
reach their destination  
as quickly as possible 



 
 

‘Small’ cruise ships 
of  approx 500 
passengers 
 



 
 

‘Small’ cruise ships of  
approx 500 passengers 

 

Using Mission Beach as 
A marine port hub to  
access the broader  
Cassowary Coast 
 



 
 



 
 

Between two known 
cassowary crossings 



Terrain developed 
mapping of habitat 
linkages for the Mission 
Beach area as part of 
the Mission Beach 
Habitat Network Action 
Plan (MBHNAP) 



The MBHNAP, including 
the mapping was 
incorporated into the 
CCRC Planning Scheme 



Maps were not developed  
for the northern part of 
Mission Beach 



 
 

Development approved inconsistent 
with  CCRC Planning Scheme 
 
No habitat linkage mapping of this 
area within the CCRC Planning 
Scheme 
 
No conditions imposed to address 
traffic increase through known 
cassowary crossing areas. 

Habitat linkages/cassowary 
crossings 



 
 

5 storey accommodation 
and  conference centre 
development on the 
foreshore 
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Despite the development 
generating  significant 
traffic increase through 
cassowary habitat 
 
The development has not 
been made  a controlled 
action under the EPBC 
Act 



 
 

 
 
No conditions  or management 
plans are being  Included in  
approvals to address increased  
threats to cassowaries   



 
 



Tourism Strategy 

 

Cassowary Coast  Tourism Strategy 



Tourism Strategy 

 

Traditional Owners not mentioned. 



Tourism Strategy 

 

Cassowary only mentioned once – in passing 
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Tourism Strategy 

 

Contrary  to the State Planning vision for Mission Beach  the 2  
storey height limit is seen as an impediment to the future 
instead of a mechanism to protect  the special character and 
the natural and cultural values 

“ 
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5 - 7000 visitors expected in May 2019 

 

Travelling through roads with high 
incidences of cassowary road strike 

 

Large events being planned  
such as the 2019 World Rafting 
Championship on the Tully river  
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
What consideration is in the planning 
for impact of increased traffic? 

 

 

Is there a traffic management plan? 



The development/conservation 
conflicts at Mission Beach are  
becoming overwhelming 

 
The known threats to the 
cassowary are increasing 

 
What are we going to do?  
  
 
   

Prepared for the Cassowary Recovery Team meeting  
14 November 2018  


