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Mldmght pork patrol

By Duncan Paterson
REMOTE '.n!:ra--'l.-d eamerns with

motion thes  Intest
WOApONE in l:hn' m'r‘.l:un:un.: bhattho

: apaibial foral s,

program, which began in

Tully in 2007, i eatimated to cost
Inmisfml and Tully banana grow-:
ers more than $12.000 sach vear
and cane farmers more than
$45 000

]J'nd.m}: the charge 18 Terrmn
NEM. a pol-for-profit ¢
organtaation which sim
Wﬂlll‘l‘\h“ﬂ 1 SECUTe thi :'u-.:llh
of natuural resources in the Wel
Tropics

The gproup s managng the
Cossowary Coast integrated forol
plg program, which combines
trapping and bajting with the only
bhait-reguatered poison, 1080

But the trapping part of the
PrOgrm was suspended '.'l:.l'llmrq;
the death of & caasowary in o trap
ot Garners Beach lnst Docember

CEOD Carole Sweatman said the
trapping guidelines were being
rovirwed, and trapping in Cassc-

wary habitnts would not be
resumed until all guidelines were
approved

The anid one baiting site near
Hendérsan Dvvwe had killed aboot
B0 pigs from one property in the
past aix miaenLhe

. 5 it

CAUGHT IN THE ACT: An ecfcemite raght vision camin cagiues a herd of leral prgs oating balied bananas

Road. nnd we will not bait agnin
until April this yexr,” she snid

*This is the first program using
both traps and baiting, snd con
centrating on a smaller scale aren,
incloding nearly all of the Cosso
wary Const. and gome af Hinchin
brook Shire.”

Team lender Bart Dryden said
ihe Program would contifue while
it atill provided value.

“Wa are to achieve sus-

pigm, nnd for

us, the best results are seeing
doclining damage in Sugar cande
and ather crops

“We believe we need {0 remaove
70 per cent of the feral pig
pupulation o year to pet sastained
contred =0 we can makabain oom
bers ot o lower level ™

Mr Dryden snid funding came
from the Austruohan Government,
Cassawary Coast Regional Coun-

gil, Department of Environment
nnd Hessurce Manngement, lan-

PR Sa T

talnil nnd 'Fu“.\.' SUENF CHfe {rwdiin-
tries, Elders Forestry, the Aust-
rahian Banana Growers Council
nnd Powerlink Quesnsland.

But the program has fo run ot
AR coet.

"We are encournging greater
participation im the communities,
because we can't do it on our own,”
T el

“Wie do uae two contractors, who
take over the role of lnndholders -
they eollect the baits from Council

and distmbute them to seléeched
Bibes

“Thats better from our pmnt af
view, bocnuse they nre trained
know Workplace Health and
Safety and pommal welfare rogu
Lstspies, and oporate under our
guidance.”

Baiting sites ard selocted by
pre-feeding pags with unbaibed
bananas and corn mixed with
il e

Cracked corn, soaked m waler
with 1080 concentrate added,
later spread like o blanket on the
aike pwaibing the

Mr Dryden said there was little
risk to othor wildlife

“The poison has ooly weak
sccondary tomoily, Camerns are
activated late in the svwonings s
an mot to attract off-largel speches,
adiscent landholders ore advised, |
and parks are locked up so people
and pets don't go in when the «ite
has beon baited,” he said

“The protocel is pretty rigorous
and we have to abide by that: We
ndvortise in the media to sdvise
all residents and prothuce an infor-
mtion brochure, and Council pro-
vides lists of peopla who we can
contact. There are privale lnnd-
halders in Ella Bay haiting them
salves, bu they have to go throagh
the same hoops and can only get |
baits from Couneil.”
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